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Dear Friends,

Unprecedented. Historic. Relentless. Cliches aside — 
2020 was truly a year like no other. 

It was a year full of news: A once-in-a-lifetime 
pandemic. An overdue racial reckoning. A 
consequential and controversial election. Our staff 
had no shortage of material to work with, but they 
also had to do it from their own homes–without in-
person office meetings, and without on-the-ground 
reporting. 

But the Forward was ready for 2020. We were deep 
into our digital reinvention, ready to meet our readers 
where they were this past year–online. Jodi Rudoren 
had recently joined as Editor-in-Chief, and one of 
the first things we did together was articulate the 
Forward’s vision, mission, and values. We focused on 
our vision of supporting a vibrant, connected global 
Jewish community informed by our shared history 
and committed to justice, compassion, truth, and our 
collective responsibility to bridge divides. We honed 
in on our mission of reporting on cultural, social, 
and political issues that matter to readers of all 
ages, to lead us to a deeper understanding of what it 
means to be Jewish in the 21st century. We centered 
our values of integrity, courage, independence, 
accountability, and yiddishkeit.

With those in hand, we set out to better serve our 
readers. We reviewed and improved many of our 
editorial features, newsletters, and digital publishing 
tools and made plans for even bigger things in 2020. 
Then COVID happened.

Like most, we were forced to recalibrate. We rose to 
the occasion in ways we never had before. Our vision, 
mission, and values resonated front and center in 
the midst of the pandemic and social upheaval. 
Throughout it all, our journalists published more 
than ever, keeping you informed and connected with 
breaking news, first-person narratives, community-
focused stories, and virtual conversations with 
leading experts.

Our values continued to guide us as our leadership, 
board, and staff committed to ensuring that the 
Forward’s workplace, governance, and especially our 
coverage, are fully inclusive, reflecting our multiracial 
and multicultural Jewish communities. 

We reached incredible new milestones in 2020. 
In 2019, an average of 1.5 million readers turned to 
the Forward each month. In August this year, we 
*doubled* that—with a staggering 3 million readers 
that month alone! 4,000 individuals supported us 

financially, thanking us for connecting them with 
critical information and inspiration this year, a 56% 
growth from 2019. 

We are incredibly proud of our board for steering 
this legacy organization to a place where our staff 
could immediately and comprehensively support our 
community through this challenging year. We are 
indebted to our supporters and to our readers and 
look forward to better times together. 

Thank you and zayt gezunt,
Rachel & Alan

A message from our CEO & Publisher, and Board Chair

Rachel Fishman Feddersen
CEO & Publisher

Alan Silberstein
Board Chair
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Our Mission, Vision and Values inform 
everything we do at the Forward and we 
hope it will deepen your understanding 
of why our brand of journalism matters 
so much to the Jewish community, 
the American public and our precious 
democracy.

Mission
The Forward is the most significant Jewish voice in 
American journalism. Our outstanding reporting on 
cultural, social and political issues inspires readers of 
all ages and animates conversation across genera-
tions and different segments of our community. Our 
English and Yiddish platforms build on a century-old 
legacy maintained in our archives and lead to a deep-
er understanding of what it means to be Jewish in the 
21st century.

Vision
The Forward envisions a vibrant, connected global 
Jewish community informed by our shared history 
and committed to justice, compassion, truth and our 
collective responsibility to bridge our divides.

Values
Integrity: We provide fair and full reporting in the 
highest tradition of public-service journalism, a cor-
nerstone of resilient democracy. Through our work, 
we help build the foundation for a just, open, pluralis-
tic society.

Courage: We pursue the truth wherever it takes us, 
delivering the news, investigations, narrative story-
telling, and commentary that our community needs 
and deserves.

Independence: As a nonprofit supported by our read-
ers and a broad array of philanthropies, we are not 
beholden to any individual, institution or ideology. 
We are always relevant but also irreverent, challeng-
ing conventional wisdom in respectful ways as we 
showcase the full spectrum of voices shaping our 
experience.

Accountability: Through rigorous, even-handed jour-
nalism, we hold leaders accountable to the people 
and communities they serve. At the same time, we 
believe we must continuously earn the public’s trust 
by delivering on promises, operating with empathy, 
and upholding our core values.

Yiddishkeit: We revel in the richness of our culture 
and history, providing a smorgasbord of art and poli-
tics, argument and understanding. We also share our 
rich Yiddish heritage, promoting it as a living treasure 
for future generations. Sharing stories, in English and 
Yiddish, of the diverse ways Jews of all backgrounds—
and our neighbors—live and think and celebrate and 
mourn enhances our human connections. Ours is a 
particularly Jewish-American way of looking at the 
world: contrarian, cosmopolitan, fiercely intelligent 
and wickedly funny.

Mission, Vision, Values
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When COVID-19 changed life as we know 
it, the Forward immediately renewed our 
commitment to serving the community 
with critically important journalism, and 
fostering connection to each other. 

We published more news than ever
The Forward has been reporting on the pandemic 
since New Rochelle’s Jewish community was 
rocked in March 2020.  During this time of crisis, 
we created a revitalized obituary section and 
reintroduced our Scribe platform to showcase 
community voices. And when our readers needed 
it most, we lifted the paywall on our coronavirus 
coverage to make sure information was available 
as widely as possible.

We cultivated community connection
Over 22,000 people joined our vibrant, informative, 
and inspirational “live journalism” Zoom events. 
Our journalists have covered a wide range of 
topics, including antisemitism, racial justice, 
Yiddish culture, and Jewish food, fostering 
connections between our audience members and 
their community.

The Forward Book Club, launched last spring, 
offered another way for our readers to connect to 
one another. Hundreds of people from across the 
country have joined to discuss books including 
James McBride’s “The Color of Water” and Geraldine 
Brooks’ “People of the Book.”

We expanded our reach
Our new national expansion, spearheaded by 
Rob Eshman, ensures more members of our 
community across the country feel connected. This 
has proven to be particularly valuable during a 
fraught year — we published more than 220 articles 
spanning 24 cities and held a series of discussions, 
Forward Forums: Local Perspectives on National 
Issues, taking on community-specific topics.

COVID Impact
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30% of our readers 
are under 35

By The Numbers

Forward.com Yiddish Site

YouTube Channel 
Subscribers

Yiddish Twitter 
Followers

Original
articles

Yiddish Word of 
the Day views

Yiddish Word of
the Day videos

Online 
gifts

Donors who increased their giving this year

Number of 
Donors198%

38%
56%35%

101,492

Awards

Zoom Events

9 Rockower Awards
American Jewish 
Press Association 2 Society for Features

Journalism Awards 1 Deadline 
Club Award

Social Fundraising

41%

15%

Instagram
Followers 

Facebook 
Followers 

673

650,000+

115

36 22,067
Zoom events People registered 

for events

Newsletter
Subscribers

66%

Average visitors/month
     30% year over year

1.9M



2020

Forging a Path Forward 62020 ANNUAL REPORT

Leading 
Stories
The Forward is particularly proud of 
our outstanding reporting in 2020 
— breaking news, inspiring stories, 
exclusive investigative pieces, in-depth 
cultural features, and a wide range of 
opinions across the Jewish spectrum. 

Philip Roth doesn’t live here anymore: 
A writer, a stonemason, an American 
friendship
May 17, 2020  |  By Talya Zax 

Talya spent months carefully reporting with 
patience and insight on the caretaker of Philip 
Roth’s property. A Columbia Journalism professor 
commented that it was a “truly wonderful piece 
filled with insight, humor and a real sense of Roth’s 
inner life.”

“Unorthodox” is a dangerous, misleading 
fairy tale of transitioning from the 
secular world 
April 28, 2020  |  By Frieda Vizel

Frieda Vizel, a former member of the Satmar 
community in Kiryas Joel, wants people to 
know that the journey out of her insular Hasidic 
community was not as easy or romantic as Esti’s in 
“Unorthodox.”

Orthodox Jews are donating plasma by the 
thousands to fight COVID-19
April 22, 2020  |  By Ari Feldman

What began as a one-man volunteer effort by Chaim 
Lebovits to connect post-COVID Jews with New York-
area hospitals to donate plasma has now become a 
broad coalition amongst the Orthodox community.

The monumental effort of translating 
‘Harry Potter’ into Yiddish
February 6, 2020  |  By Jordan Kutzik

Arun Viswanath, of the Schaechter Yiddish  
dynasty, takes on translating the bestselling Harry 
Potter series.

A prophet in his own city: Jacob Kornbluh, 
the Hasidic reporter standing up for 
social-distancing
May 25, 2020 | By Avital Chizhik-Goldschmidt

Jacob Kornbluh, a Hasidic Jew and the Forward’s new 
Senior Political Reporter, is devoted to increasing 
awareness and preventing the spread of COVID-19 
within his community. But instead of cooperation, 
Kornbluh has been labeled a “muser,” or traitor.
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As the corona crisis continues, our kids 
could use some Tchaikovsky 
August 7, 2020  |  By Rukhl Schaechter

In times of crisis, a grandmother knows best. Rukhl 
Schaechter, Editor of the Forverts and beloved 
grandparent, shares how classical music can give 
solace to anyone during a time like this, even a three 
year old.

The 16 customers you’ll meet at the Zabar’s 
lox counter
July 11, 2020  |  By Len Berk

The Crasher, the Spotter, the Player and the Kid. 
Len Berk, a fixture of the iconic Zabar’s lox counter 
for over 26 years, describes the 16 customers you’ll 
meet while waiting for your order.

Editorial | What James Bennet taught me 
about terrorism - and courage
June 15, 2020  |  By Jodi Rudoren

Facing backlash for tweets on the looting and 
violence in the early days of the George Floyd 
protests, former Opinion editor of the New York 
Times, James Bennet, resigns from his position. 
The Forward’s Editor-in-Chief offers an alternative 
perspective.

I’m a Black rabbi. I’ve never been in a Jewish 
space where I wasn’t questioned
June, 2020  |  By Sandra Lawson

Rabbi Sandra Lawson converted to Judaism out of 
pure love for the religion. What she didn’t expect was 
the regular racism, ignorance, and marginalization 
she faces as a Black female rabbi from her community.

Bintel Brief Revival

From its creation in 1906, A Bintel 
Brief was a pillar of the Forward. As 
one of the first advice columns in the 
United States, the letters described 
the tribulations experienced by the 
Eastern European immigrants in their 
adjustment to life in a new land. This 
year, we revived the column to help 
readers navigate the complexity of 
being Jewish in the 21st century by 
answering questions that ranged from 
parenting a toddler, to why God created 
the pandemic, to splitting chores 
between spouses.
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Debate | Is Trump good or bad for the Jews?
October 28, 2020  |  By Eli Steinberg and Joel Swanson

We asked two of our writers, Eli Steinberg and  
Joel Swanson, to debate an essential question 
plaguing our community: Is President Trump good 
for the Jews?

Would Tevye vote for Trump or Biden? 25 
fictional Jews weigh in.
September 13, 2020  |  By PJ Grisar

Fran Fine, Toby Ziegler, and Krusty the Klown. PJ 
Grisar answers the pressing question of who our 
favorite Jewish characters would vote for in the 
2020 presidential election. 

‘They are bullies’ — rabbi who confronted 
Mark and Patricia McCloskey speaks out
August 24, 2020  |  By Rob Eshman

Amid the Black Lives Matter protests, the world was 
horrified by photos of St. Louis residents Mark and 
Patricia McCloskey brandishing guns at peaceful pro-
testers. Rabbi Susan Talve of St. Louis speaks about 
her experiences of being a neighbor to the couple.

 The frustration, hope and diversity of 
Minneapolis’ Black Jews
August 15, 2020  |  By Ari Feldman

To many white Minnesotans, the city of Minneapolis 
represented a progressive paradise. But in the 
wake of George Floyd’s murder, the systemic racism 
plaguing the city is coming to light, and Minneapolis’ 
Black Jews are holding their Jewish community 
accountable.

Colleges express outrage about anti-
Semitism— but fail to report it as a crime
August 17, 2020  |  By Aiden Pink

Antisemitism is on the rise in the United States - so 
why are American colleges claiming to be exempt 
from these hate crimes? Aiden Pink explores the 
murky Department of Education guidelines.

Does God punish us?
August 23, 2020  |  By Abigail Pogrebin

Looking back on this year, many of us wondered 
if we are being punished by God. Abigail Pogrebin 
explores this idea in an interview with Rabbi David 
Wolpe, head of the largest Conservative synagogue 
west of the Mississippi.
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As the only secular digital publication in Yiddish, it is our responsibility to highlight the continued 
relevance of the historic language. 

Our new initiatives have brought in 
hundreds of thousands of people who 
are excited to engage with their 
culture and improve their Yiddish:

Interactive crossword puzzles

Yoga classes

Virtual conversations on Yiddish 
culture, comedy and music

Yiddish Word of the Day series 

Forverts’ YouTube channel 
grew 69% compared with the 
previous year and our videos were 
played over 1.2 million times on 
YouTube and Facebook

Keeping the community informed was essential in 2020. Since the pandemic 
began, the Forverts has been working tirelessly to reach the hard-hit Yiddish-
speaking Hasidic community that is isolated from secular news. We have 
shared precise reporting about the pandemic with audios and videos on how to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 in their communities.

Rukhl 
Schaechter
Editor, Forverts

Rukhl Schaechter is the editor 
of the Forverts and the first 
woman to hold that position 
since its founding in 1897. Under 
her guidance, the Forverts has 
become a clearinghouse for the 
latest news in the Yiddish world, 
while simultaneously increasing 
the Forverts’ profile. Boosted by 
active Facebook and YouTube 
channels, international podcasts, 
regularly translated articles and 
subtitled videos have found broad 
audiences. Her YouTube series, 
Yiddish Word of the Day, launched 
during the pandemic, has already 
gotten over 600,000 views.

Jordan Kutzik
Deputy Editor, 
Forverts

Jordan Kutzik joined the Forverts 
in 2013 as a staff writer and 
social media coordinator. He 
has received an Ippies Award 
for best opinion article, several 
first-place Rockower Awards for 
opinion writing, cultural reporting 
and personality profiles and 
was part of the Forward’s four-
person reporting team that won a 
Deadline Club Award for best Spot 
News Reporting for its coverage 
of the 2019 antisemitic terrorist 
attack in Jersey City.

The Yiddish Forward

Meet the Forverts Team
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The Year In Review
Turning on a dime in March 2020, we realized live events were 
no longer an option, and we found a way to connect our readers 
around the world with engaging and relevant conversations. 
We hosted over 30 virtual talks — or Zoominars, as our 
Editor-in-Chief likes to call them — spanning Yiddish comedy, 
Juneteenth, the Unorthodox television series, interviews with 
leading politicians, challah baking, and so much more. 
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Mar 17		 Being Jewish in the Time of Coronavirus

Mar 18		 Israeli Politics in a Pandemic

Mar 24		 The 11th Plague? Passover in a Pandemic

Mar 31		 A Fraught Conversation: Racism and  
Anti-Semitism in Politics

Apr 2		 Parenting in a Pandemic

Apr 6		 A Plague of Our Own

Apr 14	 Look to the Helpers: Caring for Vulnerable 
Populations

Apr 21 	 Is Anti-Zionism Anti-Semitic?

Apr 22	 (Jewish) Journalism in (the Coronavirus) Crisis

Apr 27	 ‘Unorthodox:’ Reality vs. fiction

Apr 28	 How should American Jews observe Israeli 
Independence Day?

May 5	 Coupling in Quarantine

May 19	 Yihye Tov: A conversation/concert with David Broza

May 21	 The Future of the Jewish People…and Cocktails

May 26	 Talking Shavuot with Ben Katchor, author of The 
Dairy Restaurant

May 27	 After Corona: How our Jewish world will change

Jun 17	 Will Israel really annex the West Bank (and what 
happens next)?

Jun 19	 A Jewish conversation about Juneteenth

Jun 22	 Why are Yiddish Songs So Popular Now?

Jun 30	 A Jewish conversation for Pride Month:  
How far we’ve come, and what happens next?

Jul 8	 An exit interview with Amb. Dani Dayan

Jul 13	 An Interview with Cory Booker

Jul 13	 Five Yiddish Comedians Walk Into a Zoom…

Aug 31	 The new way to raise money for the causes you love

Sep 8	 Fiction is Stranger (Michael Oren)	

Sep 10	 The Asian secret to the world’s best challah

Sep 22	 On Lox and Life

Oct 1	 Still Small Voice: Talking about God in the midst  
of a plague

Oct 22	 The 2020 Election: Disinformation and Democracy

Oct 26	 Divided We Fall: How the crises of 2020 have 
furthered the gaps among groups and what to  
do about it

Dec 3	 Healing Racial Divides - Lessons from Chicago

Dec 8	 Innovate or Die: How Jewish nonprofit leadership 
weathered 2020 and is leaning into 2021

Dec 9	 The Jewish Democratic Vote in 2020	

Dec 15	 Why can’t we solve homelessness now?

Dec 16	 An interview with Rep. Max Rose on his plans to 
run for Mayor of NYC

It’s hard to remember a time when we gathered in person but in January 2020, we were honored to 
partner with the historic Sixth & I synagogue in Washington, D.C. Editor-in-Chief Jodi Rudoren and 
Michael Barbaro, host of The New York Times’ podcast “The Daily,” sat on stage in front of hundreds 
of attendees to discuss the tense 2020 political landscape through a Jewish lens.
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Come As You Are Gala: Comedy and Cocktails in Challenging Times
In October 2020, the Forward 
produced our first ever virtual 
Come as You Are Gala: Comedy and 
Cocktails in Challenging Times. Our 
all-star lineup included Mayim Bialik, 
Michael Bloomberg, Zach Braff, Avi 
Liberman, Craig Newmark, Peter 
Yarrow and others! Everyone who 
joined had a good laugh, enjoyed 
nostalgic tunes, learned more about 
our work and met some of the 
journalists who write the intelligent 
articles and compelling stories that 
you love. 

We received over 500 donations 
and surpassed our $200,000 
fundraising goal!

As a national and international media 
organization, we were thankful for 
the opportunity to experience the 
event and auction with thousands of 
readers from all over the world. 

Yisrael Campbell

Rachel Fishman Feddersen

Miri Ben-Ari

Forward journalist roundtable

Kosha Dillz

Michael Bloomberg
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President’s Circle
$100,000 and above
Atran Foundation
James A. Feldman and Natalie Wexler
Lynne Galler and Hezzy Dattner/
   Galler Family Foundation
Craig Newmark Philanthropic Fund
Caryl Ratner
Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation

Publisher’s Circle Gold
$50,000 - $99,999
Jacob and Susanne Morowitz
Alan and Carol Silberstein
Estate Of Thomas Zand

Publisher’s Circle
$25,000 - $49,999
Henry L. Kimelman Foundation
Marjorie Magner
Taube Foundation For Jewish Life and Culture

Columnist’s Circle
$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous (4)
Stanley and Marion Bergman
Edward Blank
Larisa Blavatnik
Julie and Jim Coffman
Alisa and Daniel Doctoroff
Donald & Carole Chaiken Foundation
Global Payments
GS Humane Corporation
The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation
Ruth Horowitz and Michael Nachman
Ruth and David Levine
Dennis Levitt
Lucius N. Littauer Foundation
The Malka Fund
Marinus and Minna B. Koster Foundation, Inc.
Claudio and Penny Pincus
Ronald and Stephanie Sernau
Irving and Carol Smokler
Deborah Ugoretz and Samuel Norich
Walter S. Mander Foundation

Reporter’s Circle
$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous (3)
Ellen and Ronald Block Family Foundation
Joel F. Brown and Julie E. Strauss
Sally Gottesman
Election SOS Rapid Response Fund
Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer and 
   Joseph Neubauer
Lawrence and Helaine Newman
Morris and Nancy Offit
Irene Pletka
Ilya and Kate Prizel
Sigmund Rolat
Ritta Rosenberg
David and Susan Sherman
Robert Spiegel

Contributor’s Circle
$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous (3)
Rosina Abramson and Jeffrey Glen
Cmdr. Nicholas Allen
Alice Lawrence Foundation
Barry and Mimi Alperin
David and Madeleine Arnow
Jo Backer Laird and Michael Danoff
Nan Bases
Benevity Foundation
Richard and Ronni Bergman
Lori and Bruce Berman
Joyce Bloch
Kenneth and Nancy Bob
Ernest and Rita Bogen

Geoff and Regan Brewer
James Broderick
Rabbi Angela Buchdahl
Julie Bush
Drs. Jane and Peter Coleman
Coolspa
Rabbi Elliot Cosgrove; Park Avenue Synagogue
Deborah Dash Moore
Arthur and Isadora Dellheim
Robert Dessau
Lisbeth Diringer
Dr. John R. Dreyer
Deborah Dwork
Herbert and Bari Ehrlich
Rachel Fishman Feddersen and 
   Jeffrey Feddersen
David and Merle Fishman
Jonathan Fishman
Sara W. Fishman
Hazel Flaherty
Tom and Leslie Freudenheim
Nancy Friedman and Michael Zinn
Alexis Gelber and Mark Whitaker
Dr. Norbert Goldfield
Richard and Lucille Goldsmith
John and Marianne Golieb/The G & A Foundation
Trudy and Robert Gottesman
Lisa and Joshua Greer
Harold Grinspoon and Diane Troderman
Elliot Grodko
Estate Of Armand Handfus
Jim and Teresa Hofheimer
David and Ellen Jacobs
Rabbi Randy Kafka
Drs. Jonathan and Karen Kaplan

Thank You
Thank you to each and every one of our 4,000 donors. 
We are very grateful to our generous supporters who 
contributed nearly $2,320,000, and enable the Forward 
to deliver high-quality news and culture reporting 
every day.
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Thank You  (continued)

Miriam Winder Kelly
Sid Lapidus
Izzy- Stream Israel
Stu Loeser & Co.
Bernard Michael and Haina Just-Michael 
Dr. Phyllis Mindell
Mark and Audrey Mlotek
Matthew and Debra Olim
Louise J. Passick
Kathleen Peratis
Bill Platt and Debora Lusman
Steve Rabinowitz
Debra L. Raskin and Michael Young
David Reich and Susan C. Dessel
Reuler-Lewin Foundation
Richard and Lynne Rice
Heidi and Richard Rieger
Neil Rifkind
Robert Russell Memorial Foundation

Jodi and Gary Rudoren
Robin Sagoskin
Richard and Ellen Sandor
William Schneider
Barbara Seril
Harvey and Barbara Sigelbaum
Donna and Gary Silverman
Ralph K. Sklar and Terri Witriol
Marian and Abraham Sofaer
Marsha Soffer
Regan Solmo and Geoff Brewer
Alan and Andrea Solow
Lewis and Julie Stone
Howard Swibel, Esq.
Marcy Syms
Dr. Roselin Wagner
Deborah Waroff
Michael Weinstein
Nora Willis
Max and Rose Winder
Jonathan Zacks
Ellen Zemel
Dr. Adam Zlotnick and Diana Zlotnick
Ronnie Zolin

Advocates
$500 - $999
Anonymous (8)
Dr. Elie Abemayor
Robert Ackerman
Nancy Aries and Elliott Sclar
Howard Aronson
Judi Varnai Aronson
George and Jane Bean
Marvin and Shula Bendavid

Michael and Melissa Berenbaum
Norman and Marsha Berkman
Sharon Bershtel
Neil Blitstein
Robert Boiarsky
Martin and Shirley Bresler
Gilda Bruckman
Kenneth Cohen
Suzanne Davis and Rolf Ohlhausen
Aaron Eshman
Rob Eshman
Gerald Faigeles
Dr. Miriam Faine and Greg Shalit
Stuart Feen and Carol Sonnenschein
Michael Felsen
Michael and Harriet Finck
Cheryl Fishbein and Philip Schatten
Betty Fishman
Lawrence M. Fishman, M.D.
Peter Fleischmann
Fany Fox
Max Frankel
Kenneth J. Friedman
Samuel Goldman
Jeff P. Gottlieb and Stacy Yucht
Carol and Allen Gown
Rochelle Greenspan
Russell Handelman
Stuart Hersh
Zeena Hine
Melvin and Annie Kahn
Jean Klein
Yonah and Russell Klem
Alan Korman and Christine Chapon
Victor and Sarah Kovner

Dr. Richard Krieg and Mr. David Medlin
Jules and Lynne Kroll
Elizabeth Krueger
Sarah Larson
Janice Lee
Gary Jay Lowy
Jeffry and Ann Mallow
Stephen Messner and Elizabeth Prelinger
Lisa Shulamit Minsky-Primus and 
   Yaron Moshe Minsky
Phillip and Susan Neuberg
Audrey Newman
Peter and Marci Pepper
Ellen Perecman
Kathleen L. Policano
Chana Pollack

“Thank you for all you do. 
I always look forward to 
reading the daily Forward... 
During this past year, with 
the turbulent political sit-
uation and the pandemic, 
the Forward has brought 
enlightenment and joy into 
my life on many occasions.”

Jean Hofheimer 
Bennett
Connecticut  

Eleanor Roosevelt at Freedom House
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William Pomeranz
Lynn Povich and Stephen B. Shepard
James and Susan Ratner
Rochelle Reichert
Michael Reiff and Tatiana Simonova
Gail Robins
Ruth Rooks
Rosalie Katz Family Foundation
Walter Sales
Ruth and Ira Salzman
Nathan Savin
Rukhl Schaechter
Daniel Schlosser
Robert Schoen
Julia Schonfeld
Barbara Segal and Howard Brown
Diana Shaw-Clark
Stephen and Lynn Shepard
The Shipping Guys, LLC 
Martin  & Karen Shore
Robert and Ann Sleeper
Susan Ulick and Paul Stark
Estera Stawski
Angela Stent
William Sternoff
Jonathan and Helen Sunshine
Martin Taller
Temple Emanu-El Streicker Center
Allan Tobin
Heidi Urich and Benjamin Fincke
Warner Media
Neil and Malka Webman
Nancy Weinstein
Max and Diane Weissberg
Angela and Daniel Yergin

Toni Young
Zabar’s
Carol and Lawrence Zicklin

Supporters
$250 - $499
Anonymous (17)
Kenneth Ackerman
Lisa Adatto
David and Joan Alexander
Jamie Allen Black
Sheldon and Ritta Alster
Martin Auerbach
Diane Baer
Malgo Bakalrz
Sanford M Baklor
Eugene Bardach
Edward and Lillian Bayone
Rosalyn Becker
Miguel Bedolla
Solon and Margery Beinfeld
Jack Belz
Col. Jeffrey A. Berman and Bonn Berman
Nancy Bernstein
Ms Blenden
Judith Bloom
B’nai Israel Jewish Center
Admiral M B Bordman
Mr. Duane G. Buck and Ellen R. Rapkin
Center For Jewish History
Marna L. Chester
Adina Cimet
Charles Corfield
Stanford Davis
Jonathan Dembrow

Joseph and Jeanette Deutsch
Jimmy and Lynne Dewitt
R. David Drucker
Renee Edelman
Rabbi Judith Edelstein and James Meier
Daniel Engel
Jeffrey Engel
Miriam Epstein-Stiles
Jon Feiger
Robert L. Fine and Ingrid Yarnell
Jim and Pat Fingeroth
Mindie Flamholz
Foremost Ram Caterers
Stephen Freed
Dr. Ernest Fried and Laura Barbarnel
Robert Gabel
Arthur Gale
David Garlock
Jill Gellerman and Avi Pandey
Audrey Gilden
Alice Goldfarb
Howard Goldman
Dr. I. David Goldman and Elizabeth Goldman
Rachel Goldsmith
Edwin Goldstein
Esther Goodman
Cambria Gordon
Douglas Gray
Herbert & Mary Gray
Brian Green
Francis Greenburger
Irene Greif
Naomi Gross
Devora Grynspan
Laurie Harris

Stephen and Miriam Helfgott
Mark Hershey
Ellen Hertzmark
Judith Herz
Cynthia Himmelfarb
Lisa Hofheimer
Mitchell and Cristy Hollin
Paul and Susan Hyman
Lesley Israel
Joanne Jahr
Steven Jellinek
Eve Jochnowitz
Peggy Kabakow
Paul Kadin
Alan Kalmikoff
Paula Kaplan
Samuel and Sylvia Kaplan
Carol Katz
Victor and Phyllis Katz
David Katzin

“Your diversity of view-
points and opinions is one 
thing that really sets the 
Forward apart in journalism 
and media in this day and 
age, making it a beacon for 
democracy.”
	        
Barbara Flom Shapiro
New Jersey

Thank You  (continued)
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Thank You  (continued)

Aviva Kempner
Dan Kirschner
Donna and Gerald Kramer
Rachel Krantz
Sylvia Kreithen
Abraham and Rene Krieger
Edouard Kujawski
Deena Kuperman
Jeanney Kutner
Berel Lang
Alicia M. Leonhard
Herman Lepson
Lisa Lepson
Lesser, Lesser, Landy & Smith, Pllc
Joan Levin
Laurence and Carolyn Levine
Mel Levine
Jack and Sandra Levitt
Joel and Carol Levy
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“Kudos on staying relevant 
and compelling during a 
time that requires so much 
from all of us.”

Marcy Syms
New York City
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   Donor Advised Fund

Ellen and Paul Berne
Tamara Bernstein
Norma Bernstock
Roslyn Berrin
Paul Berz
Marsha Berzon
Dana Beyer
Mayim Bialik
Silvia Bialik
P.S. Biederman
Steven Bierman
Nathan Billig
Barbara Bilson
Tom Bird
Rabbi Aaron Bisno
Dr. Marvin Bittner
Drs. Paul and  Leslie Blachman
Jill Rovitzky Black
Theodore Blackey
Deborah Blankenberg
Barry Blecher
Michelle Blechman
Leonard Bliss
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Samuel Bobrow
Richard Bock
Ellen Bogolub

Luise Rainer on WEVD
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Warren and Ellen Cohen
Belle Bennett Cole
Ted Comet
Congregation Keneseth Israel
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“I’m neither Jewish nor 
American, but your 
journalists are awesome. I 
will keep supporting you as 
I am a dedicated follower of 
all Jewish issues (especially 
culture and what happens 
in Israel) - keep up the 
great work!”

Tina Kluger-Kastner
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Woman selling apples

Thank You  (continued)
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 Allen Levin and Joyce Gang
Caren Levin
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Edward R. Levin
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Irwin Levin
Kenneth and Nancy Levin
Richard Levin
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Samuel and Ray Levin
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Carolyn and Michael Levine
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“Thanks for your work and 
this great source of Jewish 
news. 
 
The Forward is my 
anchor to Judaism. I have 
maintained connection to 
my Jewish world through 
volunteer work... and for 
deeper philosophical, 
political and literary aspects 
of Judaism, the Forward is 
my place. Thank you.”

Ronald Sanfield
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Paul Needle and Ellen Berne

Hakoah Erno Schwarcz
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Colleen Puckett
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My Great Grandfather lived just blocks from the Forward’s offices on 
Manhattan’s Lower East side. With its visceral coverage of labor-relat-
ed atrocities such as the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire, the Forward 
deepened his commitment to worker’s rights, and sparked in his son, 
my Grandfather, a passion for journalism that would lead him to WQXR, 
at that time the radio station of the New York Times, for which he cov-
ered the UN vote on Israeli Statehood live on-air. 

Since it first went into circulation, the Forward has provided sub-
stantive reporting on news pertinent to Jews and fostered a sense 
of community amongst us, wherever we reside. It’s done the latter 
during this time of isolation with editorial features and web-based 
seminars that address our need for intellectual engagement, spiritu-
al consolation and for levity and diversion.

I’m proud to say my children are fifth generation Forward readers, ben-
efiting like the rest of us from its breaking and groundbreaking cover-
age of white supremacist movements and efforts to obstruct the polls. 

L’Chaim!

Diana Shaw Clark
London
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“I’m inspired by the 
Forward’s leadership, and 
I believe in its mission to 
bring a preeminent voice 
about Judaism into the 21st 
century.”

Sam Slaughter
Brooklyn, NY



2020

252020 ANNUAL REPORTForging a Path Forward

Thank You  (continued)

Ami Schreiber
Ed Schreiber
Schubstudios
Rabbi Avi Schulman
David Schulman
Janet Schwartz and Arthur Levine
Judith Schwartz
Michael and Susan Schwartz
Michael Schwartz
Stuart Schwartz
James and Sharon Schwarz
Lew Schwarz
Jo Schweitzer
Jerome and Deborah Schwell
Cynthia Sears
Brenda Segel
Arthur A. Seidelman
Steven Seif
Gregory Selber
Alex Seldin
Shirley Selhub
Judith Seligson
Maxine Seller
David Selzer
David Sergi
Rabbi Isaac Serotta
Ximena Valdes Sessler
Julie Shaffer
Arlene and Leo Shalinsky
Risa Shames
Charles and Joan Shapiro
Daniel Shapiro
George Shapiro
Marjorie and Joseph Shapiro
Rabbi Ronald M. Shapiro

Elaine and Lester Sharlach
Susanne Shavelson
Amir Shaviv
David and Marlene Sheena
Ivy Sheibar
Randy Shepard
Cynthia Sherburn
Jerry Shereshewsky
Michael Sherman
Judy & Mark Shernicoff
Dr. Ira Sheskin
Sandra Shifrin
Rabbi Jack Shlachter and Beverly M. Post
Stephen and Carol Shore
David Shpilberg
Dr. Harry Shragg
Carol L. Shulman
Holly Shulman
William Shulman
Barry Siegel
Linda Siegel
Rachel Siegel
Siegmar Siegel
Robin Siegel-Meares
Jules Sigler
Joe Silberlicht
Susie Silbert and Jeff Toohig
Joshua Silver
Sharon Silver
Judy and Jeffrey Silverman
Robert Silverman
Rosalyn Silverman
Rabbi Susan Silverman and Yosef Abramowitz
Leon Silverstrom
Beth Silverwater and Norman Greenberg

Barbara Simon
Michael Simon
Shulamith Simon
Haskel Simonowitz
Barbara Singer
Rabbi Beth Singer and Rabbi Jonathan Singer
Betsy Singer
Kari Singer
Dr. Jay Slater
Marc and Barbara Slutsky
Carol Smaldino
Warren Snaider
J. Donnie Snyder
Ceevah Sobel
Jean Soichet
Warren and Meg Soiffer
Harry Solomon
Jacob Solomon
Judy and Gil Solomon
Lisa and Stephen Solomon
Phyllis and Gerry Solomon
John Sondheim
Ronald Sonenthal
Miriam Sosnick
Deborah Sparrow
Benjamin Spector
Eleanor D. Spiegel
Henry and Jenise Spil
Richard Spitz
Gilbert and Janet Spitzer
Howard Spodek
Ruth and Al Sporer
Nancy Sprince
Helge Stavonhagen
Diane Stein
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Rabbi Susan Talve
Helen Tannenbaum
Jerome and Selma Targovnik
Robert Taylor
Dita Teitelbaum
Ellen and David Teitelbaum
Jill Tekel
Hal Tepfer
Judith Tharp

Dr. Ole Thienhaus
Rabbi Malcolm Thomson
Mark Tipperman
Edwin Tobes & Harriet Bakalar
Kenneth Toltz
Susan Tomchin
Julia Tossell
Michael Trachtenberg
Michael Traison
Lee Tregerman
Henry and Susan Tritter
Michael Troner
Martin Tuchman
Patricia Tulchin
Sandra Turnauer
Dorothy Tydings
Nancy Updike
Mike Uretsky
Marion Usher
Irwin Venick
Gitl Schaechter Viswanath
Milton Wakschlag
Judith Walden
Jay Walsh
Ron Walter z”l
Robert and Irene Walters
Bradley Warren
Dr. Alan Wartenberg
Rabbi Mark Washofsky
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Wasserman
Martin Waxman
Robert Wechsler
Denis Weil
Elliot Weinbaum
Howard M Weinberg

Charlotte Weinberger
Naomi Weinberger
Howard and Barbara Weiner
Roy and Marjorie Weiner
Rhonda Weingarten
Annette Weininger
Jennifer Weinraub
Jerome and Joan Weinstein
Tamara Weintraub
Phyllis Holman Weisbard
Jeff and Patricia Weisberg
Janice Weiss
L. Weiss
Melanie Weiss
Merle and Diana Weiss
Nancy Weiss
Robert Weiss
Thomas Weiss
Alex Weisselberg
Helene Weitzenkorn
Beth Weitzman and Mitchell Rubin
Avi West
Martha Wexler
Barbara and Howard White
Dr. Helen Widzer
Robin Wiener
Janet Wiener-De Winter
Richard and Gale Wilgoren
Alan Wilkinson
Arthur Williams
Jeffrey L Williamson
Charles Wilson
Steven Wilson
Marilyn Wind
Amy Winkelman

Frances Winneg
Bruce and Susan Winthrop
Lewis Wirshba
Janet Wittes
Sandy Witzling
Mitchell Wohlberg
Dr. Patrick Wolf
Sidney and Deanna Wolk
Mel and Ann Wolovits
Steve Wolpert
Betty Wolsky
Linda and Stanley Wulf
Franklin Wyman
Andrea Yablon
Sherwin Yaffe
Mitch and Kristen Yawitz
Gigi Yellen-Kohn
Michael Yoeli
Judith Yudof
Alan Yurman
Dr. Warren Zapol and Nikki J. Zapol
Barbara Zarsky
Talya Zax
Marilyn Zeidel
Froma and George Zeitlin
Leora Zeitlin
Leon Zelechowki
Roberta Ziegel
Art Zimmerman
Sayra Zimmerman
Jane and Stacey Zones
Gail Zwiebel

Thank You  (continued)

“As an Israeli who is the son 
of American Olim, I enjoy 
the Forward because it 
covers topics containing 
a large array of varying 
opinions and perspectives 
that actually bring me a 
better understanding and 
connection to Jews around 
the world.”

Zev Perlmutter
Omer, Israel
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Abraham Cahan Legacy Society
Abraham (“Ab”) Cahan was a visionary.  When he founded the Forward in 1897, he changed 

American journalism forever and earned a place in the pantheon of America’s greatest editors.  

His legacy of activism and hope for the Jewish future continues to inspire us today.  In his honor, 

we have created the Abraham Cahan Legacy Society.

L’dor V’dor.  For the Forward that means passing along our love of the truth and social justice, 

while strengthening Jewish identity for a whole new generation of young people. Making 

a legacy gift is a meaningful way to show your support of the Forward’s mission while also 

accommodating your own personal, financial, estate-planning, and philanthropic goals. 

We thank those who joined the Abraham Cahan Legacy Society by making a legacy gift to  

the Forward.

Estate of Jean Dubinsky Appleton

Estate of Armand Handfus

Estate of Barbara P Haskel

Estate of Manfred Landecker 

Estate of Thomas Zand 

Dr. John R. Dreyer

Michael Eliastam

James A. Feldman and Natalie Wexler 

Robert L. Fine and Ingrid Yarnell

Lynne Galler and Hezzy Dattner 

Zeena Hine

Joyce B. Talal 2004 Trust

Marvin Sparrow Fund

Irene Pletka

Alan and Carol Silberstein

Burt Siegel 

Deborah Ugoretz and Samuel Norich

Deborah Waroff

Charles Kyte
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Leadership
Financial Summary
Unaudited

EXPENSES

REVENUE

2020

2020

Management

Advertising

747,000

317,000

Digital Media English

Fundraising

3,732,000

2,319,000

Fundraising

Subscriptions

833,000

938,000

Digital Media Yiddish

Other

PPP Loan

Funds drawn from investment accounts

436,000

78,000

596,000

1,500,000

Total

Total

5,748,000

5,748,000

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Samuel Norich 
President

James A. Feldman
Vice Chair

Caryl Ratner
Secretary

Kenneth Bob
Treasurer

Edward R. Blank

Hezzy Dattner	

Jeff P. Gottlieb	

Ruth Horowitz	

Marjorie Magner

Jacob Morowitz	

Ronald Sernau

Ronnie Zolin

Alan Silberstein
Chair
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Staff

Rachel Fishman
Feddersen 
Publisher & Chief Executive Officer

Jodi Rudoren
Editor-in-Chief

VP, Finance and Operations 
Alan Bendich

VP, General Manager  
Jay Ehrlich

VP, Development   
Lisa Lepson

Yiddish/Forverts Editor     
Rukhl Schaechter

National Editor     
Rob Eshman

Senior Editor, Culture/Features     
Adam Langer

News Editor      
Lauren Markoe

Editor at Large     
Robin Washington

Molly Boigon, Investigative Reporter
Gabrielle Brooks, Marketing Associate
Benyamin Cohen, News Director
Irene Katz Connelly, Staff Writer
Miranda Fox, Fellow
Deborah Greenberg, Director of 
   Development Operations
PJ Grisar, Culture Reporter
Jacob Kornbluh, Senior 
   Political Reporter
Deena Kuperman, Director of 
   Marketing Operations
Jordan Kutzik, Deputy Yiddish/
   Forverts Editor
Josh Mandell, Grants Manager
Niqua Mascol, Development Associate
Cheuk Mui, Controller
Chana Pollack, Archivist
Arno Rosenfeld, Staff Reporter
Yoke Woon, Accounts Payable
Talya Zax, Innovation Editor
Jenn Martin, Executive Assistant
Angelie Zaslavsky, Designer

IT Support: Mac Help NYC
Web Developer: Make It All Work

Contributors

Jackson Arn, Critic
Yehuda Blum, Contributor
Dan Epstein, Music Critic
Liana Finck, Bintel Brief
Ari Hoffman, Opinion Columnist
Julia M. Klein, Book Critic
Aviya Kushner, Language Columnist
Deborah Lipstadt, Opinion Columnist
Noah Lubin, Contributor
Abigail Pogrebin, Contributor
Ilene Prusher, South Florida
Abigail Rasminsky, Bintel Brief
Seth Rogovoy, Secret Jewish Historian
Liza Schoenfein, Food
Mohammad Shehada, Opinion  
   Columnist
Abby Sher, Bintel Brief
Joel Swanson, Opinion Columnist
Tema Smith, Opinion Columnist
Anya Ulinich, Art Critic
Alex Zeldin, Opinion Columnist
Naomi Zeveloff, Middle East
Jane Ziegelman, Food Historian

Association

Stuart Appelbaum
Jean Bennett
Zack Bodner
Joanne H. Borts
Madelon Braun
Charney Bromberg
Joel Brown
Gilda Bruckman
Lou Cove
Amy Dean
Jeffrey Eisenberg
Michael Felsen
Ariel Foxman
Tom L. Freudenheim
Amy Friedman
Alexis Gelber
Matthew D. Gelfand
Larry Gellman
Karla Goldman
Esther L. Goodman
David Greenberg
Oded Hermoni
Jim Hofheimer
Jack Jacobs
Haina Just-Michael
Robert Kaplan

Samuel Kassow

Mark W. Kiel
Hannah Kliger
Samuel Kramer
Abraham Krieger
Jack Kugelmass
Jo Backer Laird
Sarah Larson
Deborah E. Lipstadt
Stu Loeser & Co.
Marshall Lux
Jeffry V. Mallow
Steve Meed
Leo Melamed
Ted Merwin
Susan Milamed
Lenore Miller
Judy Miszner
Mark Mlotek
Deborah Dash Moore
Mik Moore
Raphaela Neihausen
Anita Norich
Moses Oliva
Elliott Palevsky
Jonathan Pearlroth

Shana Penn
Peter B. Pepper
Bill Platt
Joel Plavin
Irene Pletka
Steve Rabinowitz
Eric Robbins
Judith Rosenbaum
Moishe Rosenfeld
Dale Rosengarten
David Rubin
Ira Salzman
Diana Shaw-Clark
Harvey Sigelbaum
Alan P. Solow
Daniel Soyer
Craig L. Sumberg
Jonathan Sunshine
Howard J. Swibel
Michael Traison
Heidi Urich
James R. Vest
Deborah Waroff
Adam J. Whiteman
Deborah Ziskin

Forward Staff and Association
as of April 2021
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