Y.U.’s cancellation of the Hareni Club, at the behest of its Roshei Yeshiva, has generated hope and
cautious optimism. Hope and optimism because it represents a most vital measure in redressing the
chilul Hashem, but concurrently caution is very much warranted because the brazen challenges to Torah
have not abated. The challenges of the past persist and presage the challenges of the future. And,
accordingly, recognizing (the magnitude of) past mistakes is indispensable for avoiding future mistakes.

For this reason, | am sharing an essay written a few weeks ago and completed approximately a fortnight
ago (and edited for today’s release.) Although in response to inquiries it was formatted as a retrospective
of my position, substantively it highlights core, crucial issues that have and continue to confront Y.U.
and the broader community.

The Transmogrification of a Kidush Hashem into a Chilul Hashem

In response to inquiries regarding my position throughout the Pride Alliance v. Yeshiva University
litigation, and to, iy ”H, clarify the relevant facts and issues, | have bs”d compiled the timeline below. In
this retrospective presentation | have included only written materials. This constraint precludes
recapitulating the extensive “nd Hvaw nMn” of those times, which contained essential material and
perspectives, which further buttressed, elaborated and amplified the positions | took.

The concluding section supplements previously written materials, explaining the difference between
Y.U.’s actions and decisions of 2022 and those of 2025, and my differing reactions thereto.

April 2021 — beginning of litigation

June 2021 — | was asked about pursuing an out-of-court settlement without yielding on matters of
substance.

In my letter | opposed any such settlement:
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Appendix A contains the full text of the letter, which was emailed to Pres. Berman on June 16, 2021. |
have elided the first few lines which are of a personal nature.

October 2022 — On the 24™, Y.U. announced the establishment of the Kol Yisrael Areivim (KYA) Club
for LGBTQ students striving to live authentic Torah lives. In the days leading up to this announcement as
the proposed initiative and announcement crystalized, | raised several vital, fundamental objections, only
some of which are referenced and/or detailed in my email to Pres. Berman from October 18 (19 on the
Israeli calendar), 2022,



“(W)e are pandering, which translates into a degree of capitulation” “We are headed towards mistakes
which will create an irreparable chilul Hashem, r”1.”

Appendix B contains the full text of the email, once again personal lines have been elided.

Based upon these objections (and others) | informed Pres. Berman that | was unalterably opposed to the
establishment of the club and would not be associated with it.

March 2025 — a joint statement is released announcing the end of litigation and implementation of the
Hareni Club. At this point Exhibit B (Hareni Club Protocols) had not yet been unsealed and it was
impossible to assess the conflicting claims as to whether the Hareni Club was or was not identical to the
KYA Club. My reaction, giving Y.U. the benefit of the doubt, highlighted, inter alia, the heightened chilul
Hashem of agreeing to a club for LGBTQ in the context of settling a lawsuit. “awn %191 is a function not
only of reality but also of perception.”

Appendix C contains the full text, posted on Torahweb on March 30, 2025.

April 2025 — On the 3", the Hareni Club Protocols (Exhibit B, see here) are unsealed. My reaction was
posted on Torahweb on April 29, 2025.

“The agreement constitutes a 71071 1T ,awn 7171 and 72°w°7 3271, and, as such, cannot be countenanced
at all for any period.”

Appendix D contains the full text of the post.
I

In 2022 in dealing with the LGBTQ issue, Y.U., albeit well intentioned, acted in a terribly mistaken
fashion; its pandering, sacrilegious actions, however, were not enshrined. They were not institutionalized.
The KYA Club was not established with inimical pre-approved events. It was established unilaterally, not
as part of any binding settlement or agreement, and was not a gay club. On this point both sides
emphatically agreed, which is why the Pride Alliance harshly denounced the establishment of the club
and continued to press their lawsuit. And, accordingly, there was no own 9121 Sw xxon or 7701 v, (Not
every act of own 990 institutionalizes, in this world, a awn 27%n Sw X¥om; not every 772y nwyn constitutes
an ongoing n7n7 A1)

By contrast, in 2025, invocations of “uncompromising Halacha” and “Torah values as guided by the
Roshei Yeshiva” etc. notwithstanding, Y.U. effectively agreed to a gay club. A fair, objective reading of
the Hareni Club Protocols overwhelmingly demonstrates this fact. The pre-approved events, which no
group of Roshei Yeshiva approved or ever could approve, flatly contradict Halacha and Torah values. A
“Mishloach Manot project” is overtly social, covertly heretical. (See Appendix D) “A professional
networking/career development event” fosters and promotes LGBTQ identity in the workplace, which is
obviously entirely antithetical to Halacha and Torah values, but entirely consistent with the heretical
LGBTQ ideological and social agenda. The omnipresence of the odious LGBTQ acronym (“The Club will


https://www.torahweb.org/pdf/Hareni-Protocols.pdf

be permitted to use the term “LGBTQ” in all its public communications, flyers, and advertisements.”)
reflects and projects the image of a gay club, not that of chizuk, etc.

A gay club, which by definition, inter alia, celebrates the LGBTQ lifestyle, behaviors, and nihilistic
philosophy, constitutes a chilul Hashem in any venue. When that venue is Yeshiva University which
purports “to faithfully transmit our multimillennial biblical and halachic tradition” the chilul Hashem
increases exponentially.

In agreeing to a gay club, Y.U. not only committed a chilul Hashem; they institutionalized it. The
affirmation and presence of a gay club within Yeshiva University constitutes a n7mnn a1 because it
validates the LGBTQ philosophy, values and lifestyle, precisely what the nominally “orthodox” (sic)
LGBTQ seek.

Herein lies the primary, essential difference between 2022 and 2025. Consider the following analogy.
What is the status of an (otherwise) orthodox shul wherein there is talking during kerias HaTorah?
Unquestionably, it is orthodox. The shul is seriously flawed in its implementation of its beliefs and
convictions; but its beliefs and convictions remain indisputably orthodox. However, a “shul” which
officially sanctions talking during kerias HaTorah is not orthodox because it has wantonly, officially
institutionalized and sanctioned heterodox behavior (and values).

The rabbi of the orthodox shul plagued by talking should do whatever he can to correct that flaw. But,
even if unsuccessful in his corrective attempts, he is certainly not obligated to leave. And, if by remaining
he can hope to exert a positive influence, he should not leave.

On the other hand, the rabbi of the “shul” which officially sanctions talking is obligated to leave. By
professing to be orthodox and simultaneously sanctioning talking, the shul is perpetrating, perpetuating
and enshrining a chilul Hashem. Moreover, by professing to be orthodox and simultaneously sanctioning
talking, the “shul” thereby validates and helps to mainstream such heterodox behavior. A rabbi or even a
congregant, who remains part of that “shul” as though it remained a bona fide shul, nolens volens,
contributes to the 7077 a1 and chilul Hashem.

The analogue is painfully clear. In 2022, unquestionably and lamentably, Y.U. fecklessly pandered. They
very conspicuously avoided explicitly, specifically, unabashedly affirming their beliefs. Instead, while, on
the one hand to their credit, they remained in litigation, on the other hand, they cowered. Moreover, while
content with vague professions of fealty to Halacha, they voluntarily employed the acronym LGBTQ.
However, Y.U. did not establish a gay club. They were not contractually committed to use of the acronym
LGBTQ or to social events. Their behaviors constituted a chilul Hashem, analogous to talking in shul.
And, accordingly, the mandate of the Roshei Yeshiva, rabbeim and students was akin to that of the rabbi
and congregants of a shul plagued by talking.

By contrast in 2025, as previously explained, Y.U. effectively contractually committed and established a
gay club. This was analogous to officially sanctioning talking in shul. Thus, this act of chilul Hashem
created a x¥or of chilul Hashem and 1m0 a1°1. And thus, the mandate changed. Continuing to teach Torah
(or even learn Torah) at Y.U. after it has contractually agreed to a gay club, thereby wantonly
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institutionalizing heterodoxy, as though the institution remained orthodox and the Yeshiva remained a
yeshiva, nolens volens, contributes to the 771077 711 and chilul Hashem. Such continued involvement helps
5"1 to validate and mainstream the heresy of LGBTQ. The dispensation (and obligation) to remain is
limited to the very short term, while attempting to reverse the travesty of Y.U. affirming and implementing
a gay club.

Mayer E. Twersky
14 lyar, 5785

Thankfully, with the cancelation of the Hareni Club, it appears that significant progress has been made
in undoing the chilul and 71°1. Moving forward it is imperative that, with unwavering consistency, Y.U.
speak and act unabashedly in clearly and faithfully representing Torah. The exhortation of Rabeinu
Ya'akov Ba’al Haturim, amplifying that of Yehuda ben Teima, powerfully resonates.
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In so doing may we be privileged to modestly contribute to the Jewish people fulfilling its exalted
mandate bestowed by Hashem.
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Appendix A

Letter to Pres. Berman (June 16, 2021)

From: Mayer Twersky

Sent: Wednesday, June 16, 2021 6:24 PM
To: Ari Berman < @yu.edu>
Subject: Latter
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PDF attached.
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In my opinion, the halakic dictum, bishe’at gezerat ha-malkhut affilu mitsva kallah kegon le-
shinuye ‘arketa de-mesana, yehareg ve’al ya’avor [at a time of religious persecution through
governmental decree, even for a minor custom, such as one involving changing a shoelace, let one

suffer death sooner than transgress it] requiring of us a heroic stand in times of adversity, applies

not only to political and religious persecution originated by some pagan ruler, but also to situations

in which a small number of God-fearing and Torah-loyal people is confronted with a hostile
attitude on the part of the majority dominated by a false philosophy.”
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Appendix B
Email to Pres. Berman (October 18, 2022)

From: Mayer Twersky

Sent: Tuesday, October 18, 2022 11:00 PM
To: Ari Berman < @yu.edu>
Subject: RE:

| am deeply concerned that in recent days we are trending in the wrong direction. If we do not reverse this trend | fear that our
weak words will erode our principled actions (in denying the Pride club, in postponing the beginning of clubs when denied the temporary stay). In addition to points
we've already discussed the most recent example is provided by the draft for the Press Release. Yes, the opening sentence states that the club is "consistent with
halacha and Torah values™. The unmistakable overall tone and tenor is one of pandering to gays. We're falling over ourselves to do more and more for them (“adds
new club . . . to its support of its LG Students” “commits to enhancing for LG") and then we insist on depicting the lawsuit in terms that do not mention any opposition to
the gay lobby. | understand that there are reasons to also mention religious liberty and YU being a religious institution but in this context it is imperative to highlight that
we are exercising our religious liberty in opposing Pride Alliance. Consciously or unconsciously, we are avoiding speaking strongly and unequivocally; instead we are
pandering, which translates into a degree of capitulation to the “hostile attitude on the part of the majority dominated by a false philosophy”.
There is much more to say but it is both difficult and unwise to express everything in this format. | appreciate the urgency of the current deliberations but feel that we
are headed towards mistakes which will create an irreparable chilul Hashem, r"l.
With deep, abiding respect and friendship,
Mayer Twersky




I am deeply concerned that in recent days we are trending in the wrong direction. If we do not reverse this
trend, | fear that our weak words will erode our principled actions (in denying the Pride club, in postponing
the beginning of clubs when denied the temporary stay). In addition to points we’ve already discussed the
most recent example is provided by the draft for the Press Release. Yes, the opening sentence states that
the club is “consistent with halacha and Torah values”. The unmistakable overall tone and tenor is one of
pandering to gays. We’re falling over ourselves to do more and more for them (“adds new club . . . to its
support of its LG Students” “commits to enhancing for LG”) and then we insist on depicting the lawsuit
in terms that do not mention any opposition to the gay lobby. I understand that there are reasons to also
mention religious liberty and YU being a religious institution but, in this context, it is imperative to
highlight that we are exercising our religious liberty in opposing Pride Alliance. Consciously or
unconsciously, we are avoiding speaking strongly and unequivocally; instead, we are pandering, which
translates into a degree of capitulation to the “hostile attitude on the part of the majority dominated by a
false philosophy”.

There is much more to say but it is both difficult and unwise to express everything in this format. I
appreciate the urgency of the current deliberations but feel that we are headed towards mistakes which
will create an irreparable chilul Hashem, r”1.

With deep, abiding respect and friendship,
Mayer Twersky

Appendix C

Reflections Upon and Reaction to a Student Club for "LGBTQ"
(TorahWeb.org, March 30, 2025)

aw: »7om2 when | learn and teach Torah | experience tremendous amaw. 2% >mawn 0°w° '7 *7PD; NN
*wwyw. Not so tonight. | speak with a palpable sense of sadness and pain, anguish and difficulty.

1"2 7"02 we are going to speak about issues, not people. Those who have been and are the architects of
and approve Y.U.'s response to the gay pride litigation are individuals of integrity: their commitment to
Torah is absolute, they obviously regard homosexual behavior, same sex marriages, transgender surgeries,
and other sexual deviances as categorically prohibited, their intentions are o>nw aw®.

A awn 5191 has been and is unfolding at Y.U.

What does the odious acronym LGBTQ represent? I'm not inquiring as to its literal, semantic meaning,
rather its actual meaning within its cultural context. The moniker LGBTQ embraces and celebrates
sexually deviant behaviors which are anathema to the Torah; in adopting this acronym people self-identify
by celebrating behaviors, lifestyles and values which brazenly and defiantly reject divine morality. They
openly defy 7"apn. The acronym reflects a nihilistic philosophy - a philosophy which rejects divine
morality for its "alternate morality"; which denies the objective reality of anix X192 721 757 and substitutes
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its non-binary and transgenderism lunacy, which offers nwx *25wn» 2own 921 nX as an alternative to pam
NWR3, etc.

A failure to grasp the actual, cultural meaning of the LGBTQ acronym can have catastrophic, unintended
spiritual consequences. Is it conceivable that Y.U. would allow a club entitled oo >027 v oo»von
or 7MN2 0912, albeit under rabbinic supervision? Just by virtue of its nomenclature the existence of such
a club would constitute a awn 0. It should be equally unimaginable that Y.U. would have a club for
LGBTQ students. The oxymoronic reality that such a club is officially sanctioned at Y.U. constitutes
a owi 2on. Moreover, how can we expect the outside world not to be confused? How can we expect people
to comprehend that we do not have a gay club (and, in fact, we do not) when Y.U. itself speaks of a club
for LGBTQ? Would anyone understand how a kashrus symbol can appear on a product labeled pork?

awn 79n is a function not only of reality but also of perception. Rambam writes that avoiding even the
appearance of apostasy demands martyrdom.

No dividend can legitimize the aw: 71911 of a club for LGBTQ or any other ow:i ,151.

We live at a moment in history when divine morality is constantly attacked and maligned. Case in point:
the Torah's sexual ethics are branded homophobic, 5">. How are we to react?

We need to unapologetically and unabashedly affirm our beliefs. This cannot be accomplished by
expressing a general commitment to Halacha. In the surreal reality, which is ours, people brazenly demand
recognition as Orthodox Jews while living openly homosexual lives. They heretically seek and demand
validation for sexual deviances as reflected in the LGBTQ acronym, thereby seeking to redefine halachic
commitment. At this moment we need to explicitly detail the authentic halachic commitment.

What do we believe? We do not, 1"n, discriminate based upon involuntary sexual orientation. We believe
that we should respectfully, lovingly and empathetically support all Jews in their efforts to live authentic
Jewish lives.

We also believe in the eternal truth that X3 7230 7w *20wn 2Dwn &S 191 nRY male homosexual relations
are abominable and categorically prohibited.

We believe that wyn X% 72 onaw» wx 0x» YR qwynd, the practices of ancient Egyptian society were the
most degenerate. They practiced lesbianism. Additionally, nwx5 nwRy WX XW1 WX 20w i am. They
also entered same sex marriages, a behavior which epitomizes their sheer and ultimate degeneracy.

We further believe that wyn X% 0¥9x2), that castration (in any form, including, of course, transgender
surgery) is categorically prohibited, etc.

We need to clearly, explicitly and unabashedly affirm all these beliefs. Not every 7wn7 should begin with
these explicit affirmations, but neither should we retreat, never explicitly stating our beliefs.

We must not, 5", soften or water down the Torah's formulations or hide behind vapid, intentionally non-
specific professions of adherence to traditional values. In so doing we, "1, censor n"api. That too
constitutes a awn mon.
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It is undeniably true that in the confused, perverted world of 5785 some people will be offended by our
candid affirmations. They may refuse to support us in other areas. We obviously welcome genuine
friendship and support. Nonetheless, that refusal is of no consequence. 3"2pi7 has not authorized us to
engage in horse trading, to understate the Torah's sexual ethics in exchange for support in other areas. "
TR 2P DT TaYe 728, not thru feckless formulations.

I conclude with a quote from xw> %w 3129, the Rov n"a%%xr. "We must remember that an ethical or
Halachic principle decreed by God is not rendered void by the fact that the people refuse to abide by it.
Its cogency and veracity are perennial and independent of compliance on the part of the multitudes. If the
ethical norm, Thou shalt not kill (Exodus 20:13), has not lost its validity during the days of extermination
camps and gas chambers, when millions of people were engaged in ruthless murder, but on the contrary,
has been impregnated with deeper meaning and significance, then every Halachic maxim assumes greater
import in times of widespread disregard and unconcern. The greater the difficulty, the more biting the
ridicule and sarcasm, and the more numerous the opponent - then the holier is the principle, and the more
sacred is our duty to defend it."

May 1"api guide and bless us to always be 0272 mw “wipn.

Mayer E. Twersky
28 Adar, 5785

Appendix D

Communication
(TorahWeb.org, April 29, 2025)

The belated (April 3, 2025) publication of the Hareni Club Protocols (“Exhibit B”) has allowed us to
clarify and, perhaps for the first time, accurately contextualize elements of the Hareni Club agreement.

The recent agreement contractually commits to, sanctions and institutionalizes not only the L.G.B.T.Q.
nomenclature but its agenda as well.

In April 2021, the Y.U. Pride Alliance filed suit against Y.U., alleging discrimination and demanding that
Yeshiva recognize a Gay Pride Club.

Y.U.,, in its filing with the courts in 2021 and 2022, correctly exposed the Plaintiffs’ heretical goals “to
change Yeshiva’s Torah-based understanding of L.G.B.T.Q. issues.” Y.U. even incorporated the
Plaintiff’s actual self-revelatory words, as evidenced in this next sentence. “And (the) Plaintiff’s desired
goal — forcing Yeshiva to make “cultural changes” to its religious environment and “make a statement.””
(See pages App.246, App.251. The complete docket is available here.)
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The Plaintiffs’ strategy and methods were also exposed. As summarized by Justice Alito, “To facilitate
these goals, the Alliance planned to host events that framed Jewish practices and religious events through
an LGBTQ lens.” (See Yeshiva University, et al, v. YU Pride Alliance, et al.)

All this notwithstanding, Y.U., 1ws1 nnay?1 12% nart?, on March 20, 2025, incredibly announced that it
had agreed to a club wherein students openly identify as (and thereby openly identify with the philosophy
of) L.G.B.T.Q. In its contractual commitment to this L.G.B.T.Q. club, which was revealed when “Exhibit
B” was later unsealed, Y.U. pre-approved events such as “Mishloach Manot project”, “pre-holiday events
such as pre-Rosh Hashana/ pre-Pesach (dinner and discussion)” etc. — i.e., events which implement the
very strategy and methods of the Pride Alliance.

Y.U. also pre-approved “a professional networking/career development event” which further signified the
ignoble agenda of the students’ Hareni Club. Such an event fosters active L.G.B.T.Q. identification in the
workplace, while clearly betraying Y.U.’s ostensible, exclusive goal of a club which fosters and
strengthens genuine commitment to Torah.

The Pride Alliance embarked upon a heretical campaign “to change Yeshiva’s Torah-based understanding
of L.G.B.T.Q. issues” and to make “cultural changes.” They formulated a strategic plan for this campaign,
i.e., to “frame Jewish practices and religious events through an L.G.B.T.Q. lens.” Y.U., in the Hareni Club
agreement, mind bogglingly approved that insidious plan.

Effectively, Y.U. approved not only a social, professional gay club but one for :77°52.
MY oW DOIIR? MR NN oW 217 IR,

The mythical, illusory notion that the goals or methods of the club have changed since 2021-2022 is belied
by the fact that the current students also insist upon identifying as L.G.B.T.Q. and by the representative,
self-revelatory, celebratory, triumphant reactions of the co-presidents of the Hareni Club. (e.g., “I think
this will really show that there is no separation between being queer and being a Jew . . .”, Hayley Goldberg
(New York Times, March 20, 2025); “This agreement was a huge step in terms of normalizing being queer
at YU”, Schneur Friedman (InsideHigherEd.com, March 26, 2025).)

This communication is intended to provide clarity and direction, not engage in condemnation. But without
recognizing that this agreement is a staggering, sacrilegious, self-destructive travesty, it is nigh impossible
to recognize Yeshiva’s exigent obligations at this moment.

Moving forward with clarity and correct(ed) context, it is abundantly clear that such a club categorically
cannot (continue to) exist. The agreement constitutes a ow:1 1%n, 7707 A1 and 72°w°n 1277, and, as such,
cannot be countenanced at all for any period.

Mayer Twersky
1 lyar, 5785
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